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EDITORIAL: COUNSELING AVAILABLE
In times of tragedy and loss, Eastern’s Counseling Center is 
available to students, staff and faculty who need help with
the grieving process. 
OVC OUT
The Eastern football team fell to Jacksonville State 
University Saturday, ending its chances for a third-
straight Ohio Valley Conference championship.
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By Bob Galuski
Editor-in-Chief | @BobGaluski
To anyone  lucky  enough to 
hear it, Samantha Middendorf ’s 
laugh could be described as “in-
fectious.” 
It would light up a room, and 
soon everyone fortunate enough 
to be in its path would know that 
she was happy. 
“She had an amazing laugh. 
And it was not hard to make her 
laugh. She had a great sense of 
humor and a great smile,” said 
Sally Renaud, the interim chair of 
the journalism department. “She 
had a real innocence about her, 
and she genuinely enjoyed work-
ing.”
M i d d e n d o r f ,  a  s o p h o m o r e 
journalism major, died Saturday 
night after receiving injuries from 
a car accident on Interstate 57. 
She was 19. 
The accident happened at 8:35 
p.m. near the U.S. Route 45 in-
terchange of I-57 just south of 
Mattoon. Middendorf, from Fay-
etteville, Ill., was riding with Ja-
rad Jarmon, a senior journalism 
major,  in his pickup truck, ac-
cording to a news release sent out 
by the Il l inois State Police De-
partment. 
The  news  re l ea se  s ta ted  the 
pickup was headed northbound 
when it went off the road. The 
truck overturned and stopped at 
the bottom of an embankment. 
Jarmon, 21, is being treated for 
injuries at the Carle Foundation 
Hospital in Urbana. 
The news release said Jarmon 
was ejected from the truck and 
Middendorf was partially ejected. 
Middendorf was wearing her seat-
belt at the time of the accident. 
Funeral arrangements have not 
been announced yet. 
Renaud said that in the next 
few days the journalism depart-
ment will be helping students get 
through this difficult time, and 
will let everyone know when ser-
vices are. 
“We take the grieving process 
very seriously, and there are peo-
ple here who are here to help,” 
she said. “We want people to feel 
comfortable coming to us. This is 
the time we absolutely need one 
another.” 
Counseling Center services are 
also available to students. 
Angi Parker, a counselor at the 
center,  said the facil ity is  open 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. 
unti l  4:30 p.m.,  and i s  f ree  to 
students. 
“We’l l  ta lk about gr ief,  help 
them process ,  ta lk  about  what 
they can do to be helpful,” Park-
er said. 
Middendorf  worked in East-
ern’s journalism department and 
was the entertainment editor for 
The Daily Eastern News. She pre-
viously had worked for The News 
as a copy editor. 
Dominic Renzetti ,  The News’ 
current ass i s tant sports  editor, 
was editor in chief when Midden-
dorf first began working on the 
copy desk. 
To have  known Middendor f 
was to know how hard of a work-
er she was, and how much dedi-
cation she brought to her job. 
“ I  a l w a y s  l i k e d  h a v i n g  h e r 
around. She had a good attitude 
you need on a  copy desk.  You 
know, she was calm when we were 
under pressure,” Renzett i  said. 
“She always wanted to learn. She 
was a  good worker and a good 
friend.”
While juggling her job either 
on the copy desk or as entertain-
ment editor, Middendorf was also 
an office worker for the journal-
ism department. 
Beth Kastl, the journalism of-
fice administrator, knew Midden-
dorf was the kind of person she 
needed in the office. 
“As someone hiring a student 
worker, the question I ask peo-
ple — and it might sound stupid 
— is, do you know your ABCs? 
Because you’d be surprised how 
many don’t  know how to f i le ,” 
Kastl said. “Sam was one of those 
who knew her ABCs.”
As she transit ioned from the 
copy desk at the end of the spring 
semester of 2014, she entered a 
new phase as entertainment edi-
tor for the fall semester. 
Stephanie Markham, The News’ 
current news editor, worked with 
Samantha as she grew as a jour-
nalist. 
And as she grew, she worked 
hard to continue expanding the 
entertainment beat to areas it had 
never been. 
Markham sa id  she  had been 
impressed with how much Mid-
dendorf wanted to grow, even in-
cluding reviews into her enter-
tainment beat as a way to further 
help the newspaper along. 
“She has  been working with 
s o  m a n y  r e p o r t e r s ,  a n d  d o -
ing so many things  we haven’t 
done before, like doing reviews,” 
Markham said. 
Renaud could tell Middendorf 
had been nervous to take over the 
entertainment beat, but she went 
into it with the same drive and 
motivation she had while work-
ing in the journalism office. 
But underneath Middendorf ’s 
passion for working rested a car-
ing drive that emerged again and 
again as she helped new journal-
ists find their way. 
R e n a u d  r e c a l l s  w h e n  h i g h 
school journalists showed up for 
a tour and to find out about the 
journalism department how ea-
ger Middendorf was to help them 
out. It didn’t matter if  it  was a 
reporter  on her  beat  or  a  high 
school student unsure of their fu-
ture — she would be there to give 
them a guiding hand.
“She loved what she was doing, 
she loved her fellow workers and 
wanted other people to have that 
same experience,” Renaud said. 
And with that love came a per-
sonality and laugh that affected 
everyone around her, especially 
those she worked with and were 
friends with. 
‘Fun-loving’ and ‘hardworking’: journalism major dies after car accident
K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Samantha Middendorf, a sophomore journalism major, died Saturday night from injuries sustained following a car 
accident on Interstate 57. She worked at The Daily Eastern News as a copy editor and entertainment editor. 
SAMANTHA, page 5 
By Luis Martinez
Staff Reporter|@DEN_News
The  Counc i l  on  Unive r s i t y 
Planning and Budget declined to 
vote on an initiative to allow grad-
uate students to apply for Student 
Senate representative on Friday.
The initiative was based on a 
proposed change to the Student 
Senate’s bylaws.
If approved, any student, gradu-
ate or undergraduate, with at least 
two years of attendance at Eastern 
could be appointed to the Senate.
During the meeting, Dave Em-
merich, chair of CUPB, brought 
the matter to a vote by the CUPB 
board. 
However, the board instead vot-
ed 11 to 3 to not vote on the by-
law change.
Some of the other topics dis-
cussed were creating a CUPB wel-
come packet, which will help new 
members  of  the  board become 
more adjusted, and a yearly cal-
endar that would detail some of 
the events and various reports that 
CUPB covers.
Luis Martinez can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
CUPB declines vote 
on Student Senate 
Welcome packet 
for board 
members explored
“She always wanted to learn. She was a good worker 
and a good friend.”
Dominic Renzetti, assistant sports editor
By Stephanie Markham
News Editor | @stephm202
As part of its work with the Sex-
ual Assault Task Force, Student 
Senate will  be hosting a pledge 
drive and distributing information 
during the Health Fair Wednesday.
The Health Fair will be from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Grand and University ballrooms of 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Univer-
sity Union.
Reggie Thedford, the student 
body president, said Student Sen-
ate would be in one of the ball-
rooms encouraging students to 
sign an “It’s On Us” poster. 
“It’s On Us” is a national cam-
paign that asks people to pledge 
to make a personal commitment 
to  he lp  keep women and men 
safe from sexual assault, as well as 
promise to be part of the solution 
rather than a bystander, according 
to its website.
Thedford said the senate would 
also be directing people how to 
take the pledge online, but hav-
ing students sign the poster in the 
Union would be a way to give the 
campaign a physical presence on 
campus.
He said part of the senate’s goal 
is to change the mindset of how 
people look at sexual assault, so 
that everyone takes responsibility 
rather than believing the issue only 
involves the victim and assailant. 
“It’s saying I pledge to be aware, 
and I will help prevent it the best 
I can, not just be a bystander,” he 
said.
Thedford said students would 
be able to pick up information on 
resources and prevention from the 
Health Education Resource Center 
and the Sexual Assault Task Force.
He said the senate is working 
with the Task Force on planning 
events for Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month next semester in April.
Stephanie Markham can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or samarkham@eiu.edu.
‘It’s On Us’ campaign coming to 
Eastern for upcoming Health Fair
Student Senate 
works with Sexual 
Assault Task Force
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor | @BertoHodge 
Festive holiday music perme-
ated throughout the room, act-
ing as a soft background to the 
many voices speaking for the first 
Friendsgiving at the Charleston 
Community Church Saturday. 
Seri Kamari, a graduate student 
of chemistry from Malaysia, said 
this was not her first time cele-
brat ing Thanksgiv ing,  but  her 
eighth. 
Kamari said her first impres-
sions about the holiday were that 
i t  s eemed more  re l ig ious ,  but 
when she actually celebrated she 
felt it was not as religious as she 
originally thought. 
“It  was  interest ing,”  Kamari 
said. 
She said she remembers seeing 
all the different fixings with the 
turkey on the table, and no mat-
ter what Thanksgiving she went 
too, they all had just about the 
same side dishes. 
One of the aspects about the 
holiday she said she enjoyed was 
the togetherness and closeness of 
family and friends on the holiday. 
“It’s  a  warm and welcoming 
thing,” Kamari said. 
She said her favorite part of the 
holiday is when everyone is in the 
kitchen cooking and preparing 
the food. 
When i t  comes  to  the  food, 
Kamari said she enjoyed the corn 
casserole that was served at the 
event. 
“The preparation is the main 
thing; you get together with and 
do it with family,” Kamari said. 
Kamari said one of the appeals 
o f  the  ho l iday  a s ide  f rom the 
food and families coming togeth-
er is Black Friday, the shopping 
everyone does after filling up on 
the food. She added the holiday 
is sort of setup like a “pre-Christ-
mas,” which is an exciting time 
for everyone. 
“It’s  l ike  a  hol iday you look 
forward to at the end of the year 
other than Christmas,” Kamari 
said. 
Throughout the get-together, 
men and women of all ages and 
nationalities were laughing and 
smil ing,  each eat ing food that 
may or may have not been cus-
tomar y  f rom where  they  were 
from. Often,  the internat ional 
students were trying food from 
one another’s plates, each swap-
ping out different side dishes. 
Despite  Kamari  being some-
what  o f  a  ve teran a t  ce lebra t -
ing the holiday, Krishna Vinta, 
a graduate student of technology 
from India, said this was his first 
Thanksgiving. 
V in t a  s a i d  h e  f i r s t  l e a rn ed 
about the holiday from watch-
ing movies. He said it is a holi-
day that allows people to interact 
with their family and friends. 
“It’s about meeting new people 
and sharing things,” Vinta said. 
Coming f rom India ,  he  sa id 
he did not know much about the 
holiday, but he figured it was the 
second largest holiday of the year. 
Like Kamari, Black Friday is one 
of the aspects about Thanksgiving 
that he plans on attending. 
Nishanti  Sangam, a graduate 
student of  computer technolo-
gy also from India, said the hol-
iday is about meeting friends and 
family. He said he also enjoys the 
fact that he can share a meal with 
them together. 
Sangam sa id he enjoys ,  “the 
happiness of meeting people and 
having dinner in one place."
MinJi Cha, a junior commu-
nications major, said she found 
similarities in Thanksgiving with 
a holiday in her home country of 
South Korea. 
Cha said Thanksgiving is like 
“Chuseouk” because during both 
hol idays  have s imilar  his tor ies 
and they involve family members 
getting together. 
Cha  sa id  she  would  a l so  be 
traveling for the holiday to New 
York City because it is a famous 
American city and she said she 
has always wanted to visit it. 
She said the aspect of people 
and family members being thank-
ful is one of the holiday’s appeals 
as it is even in the name. 
C h a  s a i d  t h e  t u r k e y  a n d 
mashed potatoes and gravy were 
some of her favorite food choices 
for the holiday. 
“I like it; it’s better than I ex-
pected,” Cha said. 
Sangram Kodavat ikant i ,  the 
pas tor  of  the  church,  sa id  the 
event had a good turnout with 
nearly 200 people visiting. 
“I’m glad everyone came,” he 
said. 
Kodavatikanti said the hardest 
part was figuring out exactly how 
many people  were  coming;  he 
added he wanted to thank every-
one who came to the event and 
helped and because  of  i t s  suc-
cess he plans on having another 
one next year, making it an an-
nual event. 
“I feel like I gave them a home-
y feeling,” Kodavatikanti said.
Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
'Friendsgiving' merges food, cultures
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge
 
The Omega Psi Phi fraternity 
will hold a mocktail party, which 
will be broken up 30 minutes in 
by the University Police Depart-
ment in order to discuss safe par-
tying and rules at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Taylor Hall basement Mon-
day. 
Brandon Byers, the president 
of Omega Psi Phi, said when the 
police “bust” the party they will 
inform everyone of their rights 
and rules when it comes to par-
tying and why they end some par-
ties. 
Byers said one of the reasons 
the event is being put together is 
because of some issues students 
have been having with gett ing 
their parties ended by officers.
He added this event is  a way 
to bring the students and officers 
together. 
“You have to build a relation-
ship,” he said. 
It  i s  a l so  a  way for  s tudents 
who throw parties to understand 
why the officers do what they do 
and vice-versa. 
“ We  d o n’t  w a n t  a n yo n e  t o 
think that they’re being personal-
ly targeted,” Byers said. 
This is the first time his chap-
ter is putting together an event 
like this after its 18-year absence.
The event came from an inspi-
ration after having a conversation 
with a judge and a pol iceman, 
Byers said. 
“Not only is  our community 
dealing with it, but (it’s) every-
where,” Byers said. 
Byers said the goal is to raise 
a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  l a w s  w h e n 
i t  comes  to  par t i e s  and soc ia l 
events ;  he said the off icers  are 
protectors of the Eastern-Charles-
ton community as well as the stu-
dents. 
If students do not interact with 
pol ice  forming a  re la t ionship, 
things could be seen as a personal 
attack with no sympathetic view 
on either side of the spectrum, 
Byers said. 
“Once you have that sympa-
thetic view, it’s easier to under-
stand where each party is coming 
from,” Byers said. 
Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
UPD to break up mock party for education
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Kalpana Pinninty, a graduate student in the Department of Technology and international student from India, plays with local, Oliver Hale, 6 months, 
Saturday at the International Friendsgiving at the Charleston Community Church.
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The Office of Student Community 
Service is collecting new blankets for chil-
dren as part of its annual collaboration 
with the One Stop Community Christ-
mas Program.
The program works in a collective ef-
fort with other organizations to help out 
families in need from seven counties dur-
ing the holidays. 
Fa m i l i e s  i n  C l a r k ,  C o l e s , 
Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, Moultrie, 
and Shelby counties are serviced through 
this program.
The One Stop Community Christ-
mas Program started the drive after no-
ticing that some families in need were 
getting help from several organizations, 
but other families did not receive the 
help because of lack of information or re-
sources, according to the program’s web-
site.
Members of the Student Communi-
ty Service office have been working with 
the program for the past four years. 
Assistant dean Crystal Brown said the 
Office of Student Community Service 
makes tie fleece blankets for the families 
every year.
“Our focus is providing a blan-
ket to each family to help keep them 
stay warm during the winter,” Brown 
said. 
She said approximately 900 families 
with about 2,000 children are in need of 
blankets. 
According to the Office of Student 
Community Service, the program also 
provides other items such as food, clean-
ing products and stocking stuffers to fam-
ilies in need. 
“Last year, we were able to provide 
one blanket per family,” Brown said. 
“This year’s goal is to provide one blanket 
per child.”
A total of 765 families were helped last 
year, according to the website.
Brown said other departments and of-
fices on campus cooperate to collect blan-
kets, including the department of coun-
seling and student development, the busi-
ness office, office of the registrar, and the 
office of academic and professional devel-
opment.
She said so far, the office of student 
community service members have collect-
ed about 700 blankets, and will continue 
to collect them until Dec. 5. 
Blankets can be dropped off at the 
Student Community Service office, or 
for groups with a lot of blankets, student 
community service members can pick up 
the blankets from them.
Student Community Service mem-
bers are also looking for volunteers to 
help pass out the blankets to families 
at Lake Land Community College on 
Dec. 13. 
Volunteers will work at tables hand-
ing out blankets or serving as a personal 
shopper. 
Those interested in volunteering or do-
nating a blanket should contact the Office 
of Student Community Service.
Debby Hernandez can be
reached at 581-2812
or dhernandez5@eiu.edu.
One Stop program helping local families stay warm
By Cassie Buchman
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The 7th Street Underground 
was transformed into a comedy 
club Friday evening to welcome 
Leon Rogers, a Chicago-based co-
median.
Em Brown, an up-and-coming 
comedian featured on networks 
such as  TBS and BET, opened 
for  Roger s  to  a  packed room. 
People filled almost every table in 
the room.
Brown, a Southern Illinois Uni-
versity-Carbondale graduate from 
Chicago, talked about relation-
ships, college life and his home 
city.
“There’s certain things about 
Chicago that scare me,” Brown 
said. “Like the city of Chicago.”
At one point  during his  set , 
Brown was heckled, a bump in the 
night Brown smoothed over by 
making fun of the heckler to the 
delight of the audience.
B r o w n  m a d e  j o k e s  a b o u t 
the  heck ler’s  out f i t ,  ca l l ing  i t 
“the ugliest hat and scarf combo 
(he) had ever seen in (his) life.”
After Brown, Rogers came on 
the stage, telling the sound person 
to shut off the music.
“Imma keep i t  rea l ,”  Rogers 
said.
Rogers kept the audience en-
tertained by incorporating them 
in his act, picking a man and a 
young couple in the audience to 
interact with and joke about.
He also joked about col lege, 
talking about things that reso-
nated with his audience such as 
fraternities, sororities and college 
parties. 
“Fun (in fraternities) is seeing 
how much vodka and tequila you 
can get without throwing up on 
somebody,” Rogers said.
The audience  cheered  when 
Rogers talked about student loans.
“I got $75- $80 thousand in 
debt—I didn’t even finish school,” 
he said. “You gotta be a G about 
it.”
Rogers also talked about rela-
tionships.
“Every person should come with 
a Carfax report,” he said. “Then 
you could say, ‘You’ve gotta get 
this figured out before I can date 
you.’”
He continued to make a pun 
based on the TV commercial.
“Find a perfect girl, too good to 
be true, right? Show me the Car-
fax,” he said.
Out of  the many jokes Rog-
ers told, his best reactions from 
t h e  a u d i e n c e  c a m e  w h e n  h e 
danced or sang on stage to prove 
a point and when he told stories 
of funny things happening to him 
throughout his life.
One of his  stories was about 
getting a flat tire when driving 
in Carbondale and seeing a deer 
come at his car. 
“ I ’m f rom the  south s ide  of 
Chicago. I’m not used to this; I’m 
used to some pit bulls,” Rogers 
said.
He re-enacted a conversation 
he had with the deer, admitting 
to the audience that he may have 
been high during this exchange. 
He also told the audience about 
his great aunt fall ing down the 
stairs.
He said she would make him 
and his cousins sleep on a cold 
brick floor whenever she visited 
them.
“When she fell,  I wasn’t hap-
py—but  I  wasn’t  upse t .  I  was 
f e e l i n g  s o m e  t y p e  o f  w a y,” 
Rogers said.
Throughout the night ,  Rog-
er’s audience interaction, story-
telling, and topical jokes kept the 
audience  l aughing  dur ing  the 
show.
 
 
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
Comedians perform at 7th Street Underground
 PHOTOS BY JORDAN GAY| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Chicago-based comedian Leon Rogers performs a 
part of his skit for the audience Friday.
Opening act, and fellow comedian, Em Brown, 
keeps the audience laughing and entertained 
Friday at 7th Street Underground.
Get the DEN sent straight to your email! 
Sign up today at DENnews.com
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It was never “Sam,” but always 
“Samantha.” 
She didn’t like to be called “Sam,” and 
when I would slip up during a 5 p.m. 
meeting or in the middle of designing a 
page, and accidently call her that dread-
ed shortened name, I would be sure to 
get hit with a classic Samantha Midden-
dorf eye-roll. 
But that was the person she was. Never 
let it be said Samantha Middendorf didn’t 
know exactly what she wanted out of life. 
An avid lover of music, the backseat 
of her car showed the evidence of this 
love affair. Panic! At the Disco, Iggy Aza-
lea and other assortment of CDs littered 
her area, all of them listened to with the 
upmost love and respect. 
I knew she would be a great entertain-
ment editor from the moment I took over 
at The Daily Eastern News. 
And when I heard received a phone call 
early Sunday morning, still half asleep, 
the news numbed me more than any 
amount of snow flurries building outside 
my window.
Samantha was loud. Ask anybody. Seri-
ously— ask anybody — I’m sure they’ve 
heard her ground-shaking laugh. But in 
that laugh represented everything you 
need to know about Samantha. She loved 
life. She loved her friends. She loved her 
job. And it was a laugh that echoed in 
the walls of The News’ newsroom, the 
same laugh I swore I heard the whisper of 
when I walked in Sunday morning. 
Without a doubt, Samantha gave life 
to everything every journalist needs to be. 
Her loyalty and responsibility to her duty 
surpassed nearly every other editor I have 
had the privilege of working with. 
Whether it was her telling me excitedly 
about a new story she was working on, or 
balking at the state of one of her sources, 
Samantha never gave anything less than 
an energy that was absolutely captivating. 
When she still worked on the copy 
desk last spring, I assigned her the 
spring concert story. It was the Thomp-
son Square concert. She returned from it 
at roughly 9:50 p.m., and by 10:20 p.m. 
had a fully fleshed out, long — probably 
close to 700 words — story. If I wasn’t 
impressed by her work ethic before, she 
certainly had my attention then. 
I’ll never know someone who com-
pletely embodied journalism, but she is 
one of the closest I have to measure it 
against. 
And besides her dedication, she just 
loved everything. It was great to see her 
with a smile on her face, her ground-
shaking laugh. 
And even now, I learned so much from 
her. I learned not to take myself too seri-
ously—especially those nights working 
on the copy desk with her. As managing 
editor last semester, Samantha worked as 
my copy editor. And on those long nights 
when I was rushed to put out the paper, 
it didn’t take much for her to get me to 
remember that it was just one night, that 
things would get better. 
Watching her grow—not only as a 
journalist, but as a person—is something 
I wouldn’t trade for the world. It will be a 
memory forever cherished in my heart, as 
I know I will continue to hear her signa-
ture laugh in my head. 
Rare as it is to find someone with gen-
uine warmth, as well as steel-cold tenac-
ity when it came to something she cared 
about, I know I will never meet someone 
like Samantha again. 
Even now, knowing I will meet a lot 
more people in my life, I know Saman-
tha will stick out to me. As the editor in 
chief, or someone who believed he had 
seen a lot while working for The News, 
Samantha continued to surprise me. 
On campus, people believe we cov-
er death because we like the attention 
it brings, or, as journalists it makes us 
insensitive to the lives of others. 
But, in reality, we cover every death 
with the respect it deserves, no matter 
what. And when it strikes this close to 
home, it is something we too have to deal 
with. 
But in the end, it is about the people 
close to you that will help you through 
something like this. 
And when it came to friends, Saman-
tha was never in short supply. It wasn’t 
her personality to be unfriendly. I can’t 
count the number of reporters I watched 
walk through the doors of The News just 
to have Samantha smile at them and 
instantly become their friend. 
It wasn’t in her nature to ignore some-
one who needed help. And that was 
apparent as the nights drew on for the 
copy desk and I’d be frustrated with 
a design that wasn’t working. She was 
always eager to give suggestions. 
To me, Samantha will always be the 
embodiment of somebody I hoped I 
could be. Somebody dedicated and 
strong; tough and good-humored. 
And in these next few days or weeks, 
it will be one of the hardest things I have 
had to do—persevering. But to know 
Samantha would know she wouldn’t want 
this paper to stop. She wouldn’t want us 
to stop. 
And we shouldn’t. We should carry on 
for Samantha. We should continue the 
good work we’ve done. If not to help get 
us through, but to not tarnish her mem-
ory. 
And I will always remember you, 
Samantha. 
Bob Galuski is a senior journalism and
English major. He can be reached at
581-7912 or denopinons@gmail.com
by Bob Galuski
More than a reporter, you were my friend
Let those that you 
love know it now
A Green Bay Packers fan from Chicago? 
Unheard of.
Well, not in my family. We had two. First, my 
Uncle Jim, who eventually influenced me, the 
second Packers fan in the family.
There was never really a true reason for us 
being a Packers fan. For the life of me I cannot 
think as to why either of us really was.
Vince Lombardi was Italian; I guess that could 
be why. Or because Brett Favre was a legend. I 
enjoyed him growing up. Even their colors — 
green and gold — were just better. All could be 
possible reasons.
But I suppose none of those amounts to per-
haps the biggest reason why, for me, anyway, 
simply because my Uncle Jim was a Packers fan. 
I can’t speak for him, but I was a Packers fan 
because he was.
His love for the Packers was unmatched. The 
way he marveled at the games was second only to 
the way he marveled at our family. The Packers 
were our family, too. The Packers were our bond. 
The Packers were our team (literally we are both 
part-owners).
I cannot watch a single Packers game without 
memories of Uncle Jim influencing me to “root 
for the right team.” It is a typical connection 
between any uncle and nephew, but the Packers 
make our connection special. That’s the part no 
one else can connect to.
My Uncle Jim passed away this weekend. He 
lost a long, exhausting, brutally-unfair battle with 
cancer. The kind of battle that makes you forget 
about those memories of “rooting for the right 
team” because all you can see now is this man 
who had the life slowly drained out of him.
But on the outside looking in, you’d never 
notice. In his last months, nobody was more pos-
itive than he was. Each surgery, each treatment of 
chemotherapy was approached in stride. He had 
the mindset that he was going to beat cancer, and 
the same mindset that even if he didn’t beat it, 
at least he knew who around him loved him and 
that they would always be there. I would call to 
wish him good luck, but within 30 seconds, he 
would want the conversation to be about me.
I am not writing this for some sob story or to 
receive any form of pity. That is the last thing I 
want.
I am writing this because I didn’t really get 
one last day or conversation or moment with 
Uncle Jim. But that doesn’t mean I or anyone else 
can’t have one last moment with those you love.
We each only have so much time with each 
other. Every conversation should be worth it. 
Every form of contact should be frequent because 
they are all numbered. Please make them last.
Tell those close to you that you love them 
more often because even if you are preparing for 
death, you can still never cope with it.
All the more reason to share as many last 
moments with each other, even if that moment is 
something as meaningless as a Packers game.
Because it is now — a little too late — that I 
realize there was so much more than the Packers.
Anthony Catezone is a senior journalism
major. He can be reached at 581-2812
or DENopinions@gmail.com.
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Samantha Middendorf (above) died from injuries sustained in a car accident Saturday 
night. She was the entertainment editor at The Daily Eastern News and was an office 
worker for Eastern’s Journalism Department. 
Anthony Catezone
In times of need, students can always use the Counseling Center
In the wake of the devastating loss of our 
colleague and friend Samantha Middendorf, 
our staff would first and foremost like to take 
a moment to thank the Eastern community 
for their unconditional and absolute support. 
Since breaking that terrible news Sunday 
afternoon, we’ve seen a tremendous outpour-
ing of love from students, alumni and faculty. 
It’s that kind of support that reminds us 
that, even in dark and trying times, we must 
never let go of our own humanity and opti-
mism, teary-eyed as one might be. 
It’s that kind of support that makes us 
proud to call this campus home. 
We’d also like to take a moment to remind 
students that there are resources at their dis-
posal to help deal with tragedy and problems 
of any size or significance. 
Sunday, our staff met with Eastern’s Coun-
seling Center to discuss what we were feel-
ing. It’s something that, still shell-shocked at 
the time by the news, many of us didn’t even 
think we’d need in the first place. 
However, in times of tragedy and sadness, 
even the simplest of gestures can have the 
most profound of effects.
 Simply knowing there exists on this cam-
pus an outlet through which we can seek a 
remedy for problems as abstract as “grief ” or 
“anxiety” says a lot about this school’s dedica-
tion to its students.
With that in mind, we’d like not only to 
thank Eastern for providing such resources, 
but motivate students to visit the Counseling 
Center if they need it. 
The ability to use others as a resource for 
helping yourself—to see that, despite the 
deepest belief to the contrary—you are not 
alone, is an incredibly powerful tool, one that 
cannot truly be articulated. 
The Counseling Center provides therapy 
for anything from eating disorders to ADHD; 
from relationship problems to coping with 
stress. 
Eastern students should not take light-
ly the ability to talk in confidence with oth-
ers who might be dealing with the same prob-
lems.
No problem is so enormous that it can’t 
be remedied, but the first step towards that 
therapy usually means vocalizing it. Despite 
what one might feel sometimes, it is neither 
weak nor shameful to need help, and students 
should be willing to seek out help. Because 
what they find might be life-changing.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion 
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern 
News.
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Leasing now for the 2015-2016  
school year! 
YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS 
youngstownapts@consolidated.net 
217-345-2363 
916 Woodlawn Dr. (south of 9th st.)  
 
 
Studio, 1, 2, 3 & 4 
Bedroom fully 
Furnished 
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Garden  
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“I  th ink  peop le  don’t  know 
wh a t  i t ’s  l i k e  t o  wo rk  a t  t h e 
newspaper,  but  we’re  a l l  l ike  a 
family. At the beginning of the 
semester, you don’t really know 
anybody,  but  by the end we’re 
a l l  f r i ends .  And I  th ink that’s 
just why it’s so hard for everyone 
here. And why it’s such a shock 
to everyone,” Renzetti said. “But 
we’ l l  be  f ine  because  we  have 
each other.  We’re  not  jus t  co-
workers.  Those eight pages are 
what hold us together.”
A n d  w h e n  e ve r yo n e  t h i n k s 
of  Middendorf,  their  thoughts 
won’t just go to how caring of a 
person she was, or how dedicat-
ed to her job she was, but also to 
that room-filling laugh. 
“The biggest  thing I  can say 
about Samantha is  she has just 
such a huge personal ity.  When 
she was happy about something, 
when she was laughing, it wasn’t 
l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  w h o l e  r o o m 
knew about it ,” Markham said. 
“I can still hear her laugh echo-
ing  in  my  head .  You  cou ldn’t 
beat it.”
Bob Galuski can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or deneic@eiu.edu.
Stuck in the snow
DOMINIC BAIMA | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Alex Sears, a sophomore art education major, cleans snow off the windshield of his car Sunday in the McAfee parking lot. “I love (the snow),
I love the beauty, but hate cleaning it off my car,” said Sears.
» SAMANTHA 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
NEED TO FILL A POSITION?
Find your next great employee by placing a help 
wanted ad in the DEN!
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Rent: Now, Spring 2015, or Fall 2015  
Good Housing, Proven Management 
Housing for 1 from $350-440 
Housing for 2 from $290/person 
Housing for 3 or 4 right next to campus 
 
  
 
1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
woodrentals.com 
FOR RENT
581-2812
Are you a land
lord with 
apartments a
vailable 
for next year?
Get them move-in ready! 
To advertise, call...
Let students know 
by advertising in our 
Classifieds section!
Don’t wait until it’s 
too late!
FOR RENT
581-2812
Are you a land
lord with 
apartments a
vailable 
for next year?
Get them move-in ready! 
To advertise, call...
Let students know 
by advertising in our 
Classifieds section!
Don’t wait until it’s 
too late!
 
217.345.RENT (7368)www.unique-properties.net 
Don’t Miss Out!  Let us show you your new apartment today! 
So Many Locations!    Amazing New Floor Plans!  
 All Inclusive Pricing!   Pet Friendly!   
www.dailyeasternnews.com
    
Like us on Facebook and Twitter!
read. share. connect
CLASSIFIEDS
The 
Vehicle:
Eastern’s literary journal
Submit your 
creative 
prose, poetry 
and plays 
to The Ve-
hicle all year 
round!
Go to http://www.
thevehiclemaga-
zine.com/
Sublessors
For rent
Help wanted
For rent
For rent
*BOWERS RENTALS - SPRING SE-
MESTER  Only 1 left! Very nice 1-3 BR 
Duplex! Close to campus!  Discounted 
rates! Call or text 217-345-4001
 eiuliving.com
_________________________11/21
BOWERS RENTALS - FALL 2015 
Whether you’re looking for a 1 BR 
apartment or a 6 BR house, we have a 
home for you! Prices starting at $300 
per month! Great locations! 1 minute 
walk to Lantz! Call or text
217-345-4001.  eiuliving.com
_________________________11/21
2-3 bedroom homes close to campus. 
217/345-5037
www.chucktownrentals.com
_________________________11/21
4 bedroom home.  $250/person/
month.  217/345-5037
www.chucktownrentals.com
_________________________11/21
5-7 bedroom homes.  $300/person/
month.  217-345-5037
www.chucktownrentals.com
_________________________11/21
Leasing for Fall 2015 has begun!  1, 2, 3 
BR/ 4 great locations.
www.TRICOUNTYMG.com
217-348-1479
__________________________ 11/21
WALKING DISTANCE TO BUZZARD - 1, 
2, 3, 4 BD APTS 1812 9TH, FALL 2015/ 3 
BD. 1205 GRANT, AVAILABLE DEC. 2014. 
sammyrentals.com. CALL OR TEXT
217-549-4011 OR MESSAGE
217-348-0673.
__________________________ 11/21
MELROSE & BROOKLYN ARE NOW 
LEASING FOR 2015-2016  Fully fur-
nished, private bathrooms, balcony, W/D 
in each apt, internet, cable, parking and 
trash included in rent.  Why live in the ex-
pensive dorms another year when it 
costs LESS to live in the nicest apart-
ments in town?  Call for more info! 
217-345-5515
melroseonfourth.com
__________________________ 11/21
AVAILABLE JANUARY! Huge luxury 
apartments, corner of 4th and Polk, at 
discounted price! Fully furnished, private 
bathrooms, W/D, internet, cable, parking 
and trash included.  Roommate match-
ing available! Call for a showing before 
they’re gone! 
217-345-5515 melroseonfourth.com
__________________________ 11/21
Available January 2015-Nice one bed-
room, off campus apartment. Pet friend-
ly, good parking. $375 per month. Call 
Todd 217-840-6427
___________________________ 12/5
Available for Fall 2015- 3, 2 and 1 bed-
room apartments and duplex.
RCRRentals.com 217-345-5832
__________________________ 12/11
Available Fall 2015: 1025 4th St. 5 BR, 2 
full baths, 2 half-baths, washer and dryer. 
(618)670-4442
__________________________ 12/12
3, 4, 5 Bedroom houses available for 
2015-2016 school year. Call
217-962-0790. Appliances included.
__________________________ 12/15
Brian’s Place Sports Bar-Hiring bar-
tenders and waitress. Must be 21. Ap-
ply at 2100 Broadway, Mattoon.
234-4151
_________________________11/17
Part-time server and kitchen help 
wanted. Hunan Restaurant in Mattoon. 
217-234-4855. 
_________________________11/21
Leasing Now: Fully Furnished 1, 2, 3 
BR apartments and 4 BR house Pet 
friendly, some utilities included. Lin-
coln Ave and Division St locations. 
For additional information call
508-6757
_________________________11/21
3 BR Apts., 820 Lincoln Ave, 1 blk from 
EIU, stove, fridge, Microwave, dish-
washer, W/D, New carpet and paint. 
Parking Included, water & trash pd. 
348-7746
_________________________11/21
For 2015 - 1, 2, 3, & 4 BR Apts. Carlyle 
Apartments. 348-7746
_________________________11/21
January 2015 - 1 BR Apts., all applianc-
es & W/D. Trash pd.
www.CharlestonILApts.com 348-7746
_________________________11/21
2 BR Apts. as low as $285/person, All 
appliances some with dishwasher, 
washer/dryer, or garage. Trash pd 
some with water pd. As close as 3 
blocks to campus 348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_________________________11/21
Awesome 3 BR Townhouse. Call 24 
hours for details, 630-505-8374
_________________________11/21
EIUStudentRentals.com
217-345-1815
_________________________11/21
FOR 2015-2016:  VERY NICE 1-8 BED-
ROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS. 
1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM CAM-
PUS.  CALL 217-493-7559.
myeiuhome.com  
_________________________11/21
FALL 2015: 3, 4, & 5 BR houses. Close 
to campus. Includes all appliances 
and garbage. Call or text
217-649-6508. keslerodle.com
_________________________11/21
Properties available on 7th St. 5 or 6 BR 
houses, Studio, 3, or 4 BR Apartments. 
Most utilities paid on apartments. Call 
(217) 855-8521.
_________________________11/21
For rent
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 Studio, 1, 
2, & 3 bedroom apartments. Great lo-
cations! ppwrentals.com 
217-348-8249
_________________________12/15 
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2015 A studio 
apartment, located in “The Fields.”
ppwrentals.com   217-348-8249
_________________________12/15
5 bedroom house, 1836 11th, $325 
each A/D, W/D, D/W, partial covered 
large patio. 217-345-3273
__________________________1/13
4-6 bedroom house, 1521 2nd, $325 
each. A/C, W/D, off street parking.
217-345-3273
__________________________1/13
6 bedroom house includes a studio 
cottage for 1 (6 total) 1906 11th, $350 
each. Large yard and patio, A/C, D/W, 
W/D. 217-345-3273
__________________________1/13
DON’T BEAR THE 
ECONOMY 
RUN AN AD IN THE 
DEN
581-2816
Looking to sublease.  3rd male room-
mate.  1305 4th St.  $450/month (ne-
gotiable).  tapearce@eiu.edu. 
217-493-9264.
_________________________11/21
By Dominic Renzetti
Assistant Sports Editor | @domrenzetti
Sophomore Emily Brels-
f o a rd ’s  t i m e  o f  2 1 : 3 0 . 5 
broke  the  Eas t e rn  wom-
en’s cross country record for 
the 6K on Friday in Peoria 
at the NCAA Midwest Re-
gional.
T h e  w o m e n’s  t e a m  a s 
a  whole  f inished in 27th 
place. 
Bre l s foa rd  f in i shed  in 
76th place. 
The previous record, set 
in 2012 at the Bradley Clas-
s i c ,  was  21:35 by  Ol iv ia 
Klaus.
Other women’s compet-
i tors  included Ivy Hand-
ley with a time of 22:01.4, 
f re shman Mar ia  Ba ldwin 
w i th  a  t ime  o f  22 :09 .3 , 
with a time of 27:56.4, Ra-
chel Garippo with a time of 
22:21.4, Victoria Quarton 
with a time of 22:25.6 and 
Kristen Rohrer with a time 
of 22:40.9.
On the men’s side, soph-
omore Riley McInerney was 
the leading Eastern runner 
with a time of 31:26.1. 
McInerney  f in i shed  in 
84th place.
Other competitors on the 
men’s team included Der-
rick Johnson with a time of 
31:36.7, Joe Calio with a 
time of 31:47.1, Paxson Me-
nard with a time of 31:50.6, 
Ryan Bal lard with a t ime 
of 32:40.4, Mark Pedziwi-
atr with a time of 32:58.2 
and Lucas Nudelman with a 
time of 32:58.4.
Oklahoma State finished 
f i r s t  overa l l  in  the  men’s 
race, while Iowa State won 
the women’s race.
Dominic Renzetti can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or dcrenzetti@eiu.edu.
Brelsfoard breaks record at regional
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The Panthers also took second 
place in the race. 
On the men’s side the team of 
sophomore Brogan O’Doherty, 
f r e shman  Mat t  Ja cobs ,  f r e sh -
man Patrick Wood, and freshman 
Steve Fishman. 
The men finished with a tie of 
3:36.47, winning by eight sec-
onds. 
Junior  Jake Roberts  won his 
1000- f ree s ty l e  w i th  a  t ime  o f 
10:18.03. 
Roberts was followed by fellow 
junior Kyle Ruckert with a time 
of  10:27.94 in second and ju-
nior Austin Parrish with a time of 
10:40.60 in third place. 
The Panthers also saw first and 
second place finishes in the wom-
en’s  200- f ree s ty le  f rom senior 
Nikki Peck in first with a time of 
2:03.92 and junior Beth Hough-
ton right behind her with time of 
2:03.98. 
The men also had a first and 
second finish in the 200-freestyle 
wi th  Fi shman coming  in  f i r s t 
with a time of 1:45.25, and soph-
omore Harris Thompson in sec-
ond with a time of 1:45.86 
The women had three freshmen 
come in first, second and third in 
the 100-backstroke. 
In first was Smith, coming in 
second was Niki Beringer, and in 
third was DiMatteo.
Michalski l ikes to see al l  the 
swimmers improving in their rac-
es, and one swimmer who is do-
ing that is Morris in her 50 and 
100-freestyles.
Michalski said that she keeps 
dropping times, which is really 
good.
Another race that stood out to 
Michalski was the men’s 200-in-
dividual medley where they had 
Fi shman f in i sh  in  f i r s t  wi th  a 
time of 2:00.06 and junior Dylan 
Ferguson right behind him with a 
time of 2:02.14. 
The team changed up how they 
approached the race hoping that 
it could contribute to a win. 
“We changed up how we ap-
proached the meet  a  l i t t le  bit . 
They  cou ldn’t  s i t  down,  they 
needed to be a  l i t t le  more en-
gaged,” Michalski said. “We tried 
to get them more active with each 
other.”
Mi c h a l s k i  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e s 
the teams’ success to how much 
they were supporting each other 
throughout the meet.
Some swimmers  a l so  had to 
step up and get some wins that 
u sua l l y  don’t  have  tha t  much 
pressure on them.
Overall, Michalski was happy 
with how everything went in the 
meet. 
She sa id there  was  rea l ly  no 
r ace  tha t  she  was  d i s s a t i s f i ed 
about.
The next time the Panthers will 
be swimming will be at the House 
of Champions hosted by IUPUI 
in Indianapolis. 
The meets  wi l l  s t re tch f rom 
Friday through Sunday this week-
end. 
Sean Hastings can be 
reached at 581-2812
or smhastings@eiu.edu.
By Blake Nash 
Staff Reporter | @Banash5
The Eastern vol leybal l  team 
closed out the regular season with 
a five-set loss to Tennessee State 
on Saturday. 
Because of that loss the Pan-
thers will go into the Ohio Val-
ley Conference tournament next 
week as the number six seed and 
will take on the third-seeded East-
ern Kentucky Colonels Thursday 
at 10 a.m.
Junior outside hitter Abby Saa-
lfrank picked up her 13th double-
double of the season and 14th of 
her career for the Panthers, who 
had five players reach double dig-
it kills.
 Fellow juniors Chelsea Lee and 
Kayla Nesbitt chipped in 15 and 
12 kills,  respectively, while Lee 
also tallied seven digs.
“If we have three hitters going 
at one point in time, it’s tough to 
decide on where the blockers can 
cheat, and it kind of holds them 
honest a little bit more as block-
er s ,”  Eas tern head coach Kate 
Price said.
Eastern setter Marah Bradbury 
also finished with a double-dou-
ble, following a 62 assist, 10 dig 
performance, giving her 32 digs 
for her career. 
Newcomers Josie Winner and 
Allie Hueston were the other Pan-
ther attackers to accomplish dou-
ble-digit kills. 
Winner  had  14  k i l l s ,  to  go 
along with one assist, one dig and 
one assisted block, while Hueston 
had 13 kills, four digs and two as-
sisted blocks. 
The Panthers won both the first 
and third sets by scores of 25-22 
and 25-21, but the Tigers brought 
out an overtime victory with wins 
of 26-24 in the second set, and 
25-22 in the fourth set. 
They eventually won the final 
set by a score of 15-12 on senior 
night. 
The loss snaps a five match win-
ning streak for the Panthers, who 
had not lost since Oct. 31. 
Tennessee State’s Naomi Wells 
ended her collegiate career with a 
big performance for the Tigers. 
The outside hitter from Hunts-
vi l le ,  Ala. ,  picked up her 15th 
double-double of the year with 23 
kills and 19 digs, along with four 
blocks and three assists. 
The Tigers finished the season 
with a 10-21 record, and a 4-12 
record in OVC play, and finished 
11th in the 12 team conference.
“It was their senior night, so 
there was a lot of emotion behind 
that game,” Price said. “Wells has 
been a good player on their right 
s ide  for  severa l  years ,  and she 
helped make it a tough game.”
The Panthers finished the sea-
son tied for sixth place with Aus-
tin Peay, but won the tiebreaker, 
having beaten the Governors twice 
this season.
Their match will  be the first 
match of the three day tourna-
ment at Murray State, who won 
the right to host the tournament, 
after winning the OVC regular 
season title. 
The Panthers faced the Colo-
nels in the first round last year, 
but were defeated by them, some-
thing that Price said Eastern’s up-
per class is trying to make sure 
that won’t happen this year.
“Seeing that we’ve lost the last 
three  conference  tournaments 
in the first game, the upper class 
leadership we have has really been 
focusing on those things, trying to 
get the freshman through junior 
class to know that this isn’t going 
to happen again.”
Blake Nash can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or banash@eiu.edu
By Aldo Soto
Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21
The Eastern men’s basketball 
team shot 9-of-23 in the second 
half against Missouri State and 
had a scoring drought of more 
than eight minutes, as the Pan-
thers  los t  the i r  regular  season 
opener 64-53 Friday night at JQH 
Arena in Springfield, Mo.
Junior forward Chris Olivier led 
Eastern’s offense with 16 points, 
shooting 8-of-13 from the field. 
Unfortunately for Eastern coach 
Jay Spoonhour, Olivier was the 
Panthers’ only player to score in 
double-digits. 
Eastern had four other players 
that scored six points apiece.
Starting the second half with a 
29-27 lead, the Panthers extended 
their lead with 11:39 left to play, 
as Trae Anderson made a layup off 
an assist by Dylan Chatman that 
made it 49-40. 
The Panthers did not make a 
field goal until there was 48 sec-
onds left, when Anderson made a 
layup, but by then it was too late, 
as Missouri had taken control, us-
ing a 10-0 run and went up 62-53 
with less than a minute.
Marcus Marshall scored 20 of 
his 38 points in the second half, 
leading the Missouri State come-
back.
 Marshall  was 12-of-16 from 
the field, including 6-of-7 from 
3-point range. 
He made all  of his eight free 
throws and hauled in three re-
bounds, as he played 38 minutes.
The Panthers were 6-of-17 from 
3-point  range and made a l l  of 
their free throw attempts, but only 
got to the line five times. 
Missouri State shot 72 percent 
from the free throw line, making 
18-of-25, including 12-of-16 in 
the second half. 
Eastern was only 2-of-2 from the 
free throw line in the second half.
Eastern began the game on a 
14-5 run, fueled by six points from 
Olivier in the first seven minutes. 
The Panthers scored consistent-
ly in the inside, scoring 26 points 
in the paint.
Reggie Smith, who led Eastern 
in its exhibition win against Saint 
Francis (Ill.) on Nov. 10, struggled 
shooting. 
Smith was 1-of-8 from the field 
and 0-of-4 from the 3-point range. 
Smith had six points and was 
one of two Panthers to shoot free 
throws. He was 4-of-4 from the 
free throw line.
The Panthers’ defense was strong 
in the first half, when Missouri 
State shot 26 percent from the 
floor, with 3:49 left before half-
time. 
But from that point on Mis-
souri State went on a 12-5 run to 
get the score to 29-27 at the half.
Missouri State carried the mo-
mentum into  the  second ha l f , 
when it shot 11-of-20 from the 
field. 
Eastern has lost  f ive straight 
season openers.
The Panthers host Eureka Col-
lege at 7 p.m. Monday at Lantz 
Arena.
Aldo Soto can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or asoto2@eiu.edu.
Panthers lose season opener at Missouri State
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Luke Piotrowski, a junior forward, gets a block in the first half during the exhibition game against St. Francis Nov. 10 in Lantz Arena.
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By Aldo Soto
Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21
The Jacksonville State football team 
clinched the Ohio Valley Conference 
championship, with a 27-20 win over 
Eastern Saturday in Jacksonville, Ala.
The Panthers dropped to 5-6 overall, 
as the Gamecocks snapped Eastern’s four-
game winning streak, while improving to 
7-0 in the OVC and 9-1 overall.
Trailing 27-17, Eastern quarterback 
Jalen Whitlow ripped through the Jack-
sonville State defensive line and put East-
ern at the Gamecocks’ 18-yard line with a 
28-yard run. Unfortunately for the Pan-
thers, Whitlow came down hard on the 
field and did not return for the rest of the 
game, missing the final half of the fourth 
quarter.
Red-shirt senior Andrew Manley came 
in and was able to get Eastern inside the 
10-yard, but the Panthers had to settle for 
a 20-yard field by Nick Bruno, who made 
it 27-20, with 8:31 left to play.
The Eastern defense, which did not 
surrender any points in the second half, 
held the Gamecocks to two consecutive 
three and outs, following Bruno’s field 
goal, but Manley was unable to capitalize.
Eastern needed to beat Jacksonville 
State and then defeat Tennessee-Martin 
on Nov. 22 at O’Brien Field to win its 
third OVC title in a row.
The No. 3 Gamecocks extended their 
lead in the fourth quarter, when Darius 
Jackson intercepted Whitlow at the Pan-
thers’ 27-yard line and ran in back for a 
touchdown. That made it 27-17, with 
11:33 left to play. It was Whitlow’s second 
interception of the game. He entered the 
game with only one pick in conference 
play, which was the least among OVC 
starting quarterbacks.
Eli Jenkins led a strong passing at-
tack for Jacksonville State in the first half, 
throwing for 266 yards, connecting with 
Josh Barge on a 59-yard touchdown pass 
on the Gamecocks’ second play of the 
game to make it 7-0.
Barge, along with Ruben Gonzalez, 
had six catches and more than 100 re-
ceiving yards in the first half, leading the 
Gamecocks to a 20-7 halftime lead. Barge 
finished with a game-high eight catches 
for 153 yards.
After struggling in the first two quar-
ters, when the Panthers only put up 109 
yards of offense, Whitlow led a comeback 
in the third quarter, as Eastern outscored 
Jacksonville State 10-0. Taylor Duncan 
capped off a 10-play, 76-yard drive, with 
a two-yard touchdown that brought the 
Panthers within a field goal of the Game-
cocks at 20-17.
That was the closest Eastern got to 
Jacksonville State, since Whitlow ran in 
for a 19-yard touchdown, with 1:33 left 
in the first quarter that tied the game at 
seven.
Eastern still had a chance in the final 
two minutes to tie the game, but Manley 
missed on three straight pass attempts to 
Adam Drake, turning the ball over on 
downs. The Gamecocks converted on 
third and short on a DeMarcus James 
11-yard run with less than a min-
ute to play to seal the victory and the 
conference title for Jacksonville State.
Eastern will have its senior day, 
starting at noon at O’Brien Field on 
Nov. 22, against Tennessee-Martin.
Aldo Soto can be reached at 
581-2812 or asoto2@eiu.edu.
Jacksonville State takes OVC championship
By Bob Reynolds
Staff Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN
Senior Arnisha Thomas scored 18 
points in the Eastern women’s basket-
ball teams’ 69-53 loss to the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City at Lantz Are-
na on Saturday.
Thomas shot 7-of-17 from the floor, 
had seven rebounds and four assists in 
her first game as a starter. 
She also played 34 minutes, which 
was second-most on the team.
In the middle of the second half, 
Thomas had a two-and-a-half minute 
stretch where she scored 10 straight 
points for the Panthers.
Freshman Grace Lennox complet-
ed two cross-court passes to Thomas, 
which resulted in four of her 10 points 
in that stretch. 
Eastern coach Debbie Black was im-
pressed with the way Thomas handled 
herself throughout the game.
“She had a good game,” she said. 
“She has to take some better shots. 
She is getting there. She rebounded. 
She had some assists and she played 
hard, and that is what I am expecting 
of her.”
The 18 points Thomas had was her 
career-high at Eastern.
The Panthers shot 7-of-33 in 
the first half. Oroszova was 3-of-8, 
Shakita Cox was 1-of-7 and Phyli-
cia Johnson was 0-of-6, which con-
tributed to Kansas City going on a 
15-3 run to push their lead to 15 at 
the half. 
Eastern was getting open shots, but 
they would not fall.
“We missed, didn’t make shots,” 
Black said. “We missed a lot of layups, 
and we dug ourselves a hole. I like the 
fight that we had to get back into the 
game.”
Foul trouble was costly for the 
Panthers again, as sophomore Eri-
ca Brown and senior Sabina Oroszo-
va were in early foul trouble with two 
fouls each.
Both players were on the bench for 
the majority of the first half. 
Brown and Oroszova both finished 
the game with 22 and 23 minutes 
played, respectively.
Brown finished with four points 
and five rebounds. Oroszova, who 
fouled out with 7:58 left in the half, 
finished with eight points and 10 re-
bounds.
In the second half after Kansas City 
pushed its lead to 19, the two teams 
played back and forth basketball for 
the first ten minutes, then the Panthers 
went on a run. 
The Panthers would go on a 24-14 
run in about eight minutes to cut their 
deficit to 10 with the help of Thomas, 
but would end up falling short.
Eastern shot 14-of-29 in the second 
half. 
Lennox would impress in her first 
collegiate basketball game as she scored 
seven points on 3-of-5 shooting, in-
cluding making her only 3-point shot 
of the day. 
She also finished with five steals, 
three assists and four rebounds in 37 
minutes of action.
Black said she wants that kind of 
line from Lennox throughout the 
season.
“I wish she would have taken 
more shots,” she said. “She has real-
ly worked on that part of her game. 
She handles the heck out of the ball. 
If people start to play off her, we will 
get more steals in the passing lanes. 
She puts a lot of pressure on the 
ball.”
Bob Reynolds can be
 reached at 581-2812
 or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.
Thomas shines in loss against Kangaroos
By Sean Hastings
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s and wom-
en’s swim teams hosted Valparaiso 
on Saturday at Padovan Pool where 
both teams picked up their first 
wins on the year. 
They combined for 14 first-place 
finishes.
The men won by a score of 137-
122, and the women won by a score 
of 162-95.
The victories improved the men’s 
record to 1-2 on the year and the 
women’s to 1-3. 
It was also coach Jacqueline Mi-
chalski’s first win as head coach of 
the Panthers. She did it without the 
usual help of assistant coach Rachel 
McGrath. 
“It was wonderful to see the team 
come together today for our first 
win of the season for both teams,” 
said Michalski. “It was my privi-
lege to have my first win as a college 
coach be with such a great group of 
student-athletes.”
The Panthers got off to a very 
fast start with the women winning 
the 400-medley relay and the men 
following right after to win their 
400-medley relay.
The women’s team consisted of 
freshman Amy Smith, junior Kelsey 
Ferguson, freshman Danielle Di-
Matteo, and junior Kaylee Morris. 
The women finished with a time of 
4:06.33.
Swim picks 
up first 
victories
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Junior quarterback Jalen Whitlow looks for an open man during the Panthers' 48-26 win over Murray State on Nov. 8 at O'Brien Field. Whitlow ran in a 
touchdown in the first half against Jacksonville State on Saturday in Jacksonville, Ala. 
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Jalisha Smith, a freshman forward, attempts a layup with two defenders 
trailing  Saturday against Kansas City in Lantz Arena.
